
Kia ora $[FNAME|Customer|Guest]$,

2023 was an interes�ng year for Copyright
Licensing New Zealand (CLNZ) as we
worked through the development of the
MyCrea�veRights (MyCR) service and
navigated our way towards an
understanding of the impact of
Genera�ve AI.

MyCR has been developed with the
assistance and support of Manatū Taonga,
Ministry for Culture & Heritage, and
many writers, publishers and visual
ar�sts who provided feedback throughout
the development of the pla�orm.

2023 was another busy year for CLNZ, with
some notable milestones and board level
changes. Pat Walsh, Independent Director,
stepped down a�er nine years (six as Chair).
Pat steered CLNZ through challenging �mes,
se�ng a strong strategic direc�on, and
ensuring robust governance. Katherine
Gordon stepped down as Shareholder
Director a�er six years, having helped
improve governance significantly and
advocated strongly for authors. 

sec�on enables you to set
reminders of key dates when
you add a contract to a work
stored in the Catalogue. You
choose what’s most helpful for
you: a no�fica�on about the
end date of a contract, �me to
review, a rights revision, or
something specific to your
prac�ce.

MyCrea�veRights takes care of
the admin, so you can focus
on crea�ng. Log in and go to a
Project or Work page to add a
contract and key dates.

 

Alongside MyCR we con�nue to fund and manage the successful Crea�ve Rights
Educa�on programme throughout Aotearoa. Over 1500 people have now a�ended
from all areas of the crea�ve sector. The feedback has been universally posi�ve, and we
have rolled out a second round of workshops focusing on contracts and agreements. 

Globally we have seen the con�nued rise of Genera�ve AI. What we are s�ll most
concerned about is the con�nued infringement of copyright by the large language
models (LLMs) that drive the genera�ve AI tools. It is not correct to say that these
models are simply observing data, text and images from creators – rather, they are
copying massive amounts of people's work without permission, acknowledgement or
remunera�on. However, it is pleasing to see that some Big Tech organisa�ons are now
using only licensed content in their LLMs. We con�nue to par�cipate in the AI Forum
and are working, with other crea�ve organisa�ons, to effect change in pro-innova�on,
pro-creator rights, regula�on and policy for Genera�ve AI.  
 
The Auc�on House Licensing Scheme con�nues to grow, and we are very pleased that
all four of the major auc�on houses in Aotearoa are now part of the programme. We
have also been involved in the Ar�st Resale Royalty Scheme and will have more news
on that soon.  
 
We also con�nue to support the Publishers Associa�on of New Zealand (PANZ) and the
New Zealand Society of Authors’ (NZSA) in their advocacy work and engage with various
government agencies, select commi�ees, MPs, and Ministers on crea�ve rights.
Notable in the last 12 months has been our work on AI policy and regula�on, and the
briefings to new Ministers. 

Mā te wā,
Sam Irvine, Chief Execu�ve

   

A note from our Board Chair – Karun Shenoy

We appointed Rose Carlyle as Shareholder Director from NZSA and Victoria Spackman,
as Independent Director. Rose brings an author’s perspec�ve and a legal background.
Victoria has extensive governance experience, with significant involvement in the
performing arts sector. We also appointed Yolunda Hickman as our Visual Arts
Representa�ve and Evo Leota-Tupou as our Board Intern. 
  
Sam Irvine, our CEO, led successful ini�a�ves, including launching MyCrea�veRights, a
service for crea�ves. We met our licensing revenue targets and diversified our revenue
streams. Sam also spent considerable �me on rela�onship-building with our
stakeholders, and understanding the impact of AI on our business model. 

READ MORE

Revenue, licensing and distributions in 2023
We’re a not-for-profit organisa�on and so when a school, university, business, church,
or any other organisa�on, licences with us, we distribute the net revenue from that
licence to the rightsholders whose works have been copied (rightsholders are usually
the people who created the work).

 Revenue  2022  2023

Revenue to Rightsholder   $5,509,970* $5,549,474 

 Gross Revenue   $7,430,000 $8,234,289* 

 Overseas Revenue $1,047,967 $766,908  

 Domes�c Licensing  $5,978,000  $6,018,383

*Gross revenue is significantly higher as a result of grant income from Manatū Taonga, the Ministry for
Culture & Heritage in support of the MyCrea�veRights (Catalogue and Legal Service) project.

For more informa�on on CLNZ's ac�vity in 2023, see our Annual Report.

2023 ANNUAL REPORT

   

   

   

MyCrea�veRights: Your digital haven for managing your crea�ve rights

Hopefully by now you’ll be familiar with our new online pla�orm MyCrea�veRights, the
cloud-based crea�ve rights management tool where you can safely store records of
crea�ve works, access contextual copyright informa�on, and get advice on how to
maximise the value of your work. 

Trinity Thompson-Browne is a poet and photographer who has embraced the new
MyCrea�veRights pla�orm. Hear what Trinity has to say about MyCR by clicking on the
video below.

New func�onality added to the Catalogue

Recently we added new func�onality so you can now add key dates and be no�fied
in MyCrea�veRights Catalogue. This new feature in the Contracts & Agreements 

TRY IT NOW

Legal Service – New op�on for a contract template

There is a NEW consult op�on available through the MyCrea�veRights Legal
Service. You can now select '60 minute consult with contract template'. The benefit of
the contract template is that you may be able to create your own agreements for other
future or addi�onal crea�ve works. This op�on comes with sixty-minutes of reliable
advice from one of the experienced legal advisors. The advisors specialise in the
crea�ve industries, suppor�ng prac��oners to tailor their own bespoke license,
services, release or collabora�on agreement. The service is subsidised by Manatū
Taonga, Ministry for Culture and Heritage. Book your consulta�on today.

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT LEGAL SERVICE HERE

Don't miss out on access to a *FREE 15-minute legal consulta�on. Longer consulta�ons
are available at subsidised rates for a limited �me. Sign up to MyCrea�veRights today
and make the most of this introductory offer! 
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Applica�ons for the 2024 CLNZ | NZSA
Research Grants are open. Four grants
valued at $5,000 each are available for
Aotearoa New Zealand writers to conduct
research for a fic�on or non-fic�on wri�ng
project. 

One of the grants targets diverse writers
and topics, including writers from, and
wri�ng about, parts of Aotearoa that are
not broadly represented in wri�ng and
publishing, and projects on issues or
subjects that are topical in present day
Aotearoa.

The 2024 CLNZ | NZSA Writers' Award will
soon be open for applica�ons. The $25,000
award enables the successful recipient to
dedicate �me to a specific non-fic�on
wri�ng project. It’s open to Aotearoa New
Zealand writers of any genre of non-fic�on,
including writers of educa�on material. 

Applica�ons open Friday 31 May and close
at 4pm on Monday 1 July.

CLNZ is here to make crea�ve rights work for ALL New
Zealanders.  We aim to reflect New Zealand society and
empower crea�ves so they can spend their �me
crea�ng! As part of this, CLNZ is now an approved
member of Safe Space Alliance, a LGBTQI+ led nonprofit
organisa�on that aims to help people iden�fy, navigate,
and create safe spaces for LGBTQI+ communi�es
worldwide. 

SIGN UP TO MYCREATIVERIGHTS

*A FREE 15-minute legal consult and subsidised rates on longer consulta�ons are available for a limited
�me only. Legal consults are subsidised by Manatū Taonga, Ministry for Culture and Heritage.

   

   

   

CLNZ|NZSA Research Grant entries are open 

We're sorry, there was a mistake on the closing date for this award in a previous email.
The correct closing date is 4pm on Friday 7 June.

READ THE GUIDELINES AND APPLY

CLNZ|NZSA Writers' Award opens soon

FIND OUT MORE

Safe Space Alliance

We are joining thousands of organisa�ons like libraries, museums and galleries from
around the motu and the world, who are proud members of this alliance.   

LEARN MORE

   

   

We love feedback – get in touch or find us on social media

0800 480 271   www.copyright.co.nz

CONTACT US

Image credits: Sam Irvine: CLNZ | A note from our Board Chair: Karun Shenoy | MyCrea�veRights: CLNZ |  Freddie Marriage on
Unsplash | Chris�n Hume on Unsplash | Safe Space Alliance.
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