
Some New Zealand rightsholders have 
received an unprecedented windfall from 
the $1,212,237 received from overseas 
Reproduction Rights Organisations 
(RROs) last year, most of which came from 
statutory licensing in Australia. 

Rightsholders in New Zealand receiving 
such revenue should remember that under 
statutory licensing schemes, no authority is 
needed from rightsholders for their works 
to be included in such licensing schemes 
as they are established in law, under 

copyright legislation.  It is also important to remember 
that the aim of centralised collective licensing, whether 
voluntary or statutory, is to provide schemes that permit 
copying of insubstantial extracts of works (e.g. 10% or 
one chapter from a book, one article from a journal) to 
ensure that there is no competition with sales of the 
original works.

The aim of licensing schemes, whether voluntary or 
statutory, is to provide centralised collective licensing 
systems that do not compete with sales in original works.

The windfall meant that the amount available 
for distribution was up 25% on the previous year.  
Unfortunately, as revenue from RROs is so unpredictable 
we cannot rely on such a sum in years to come.

There has been little change in domestic licensing 
revenue over the past year, although there was a 
noticeable drop from that received in 2004 and 2005 
as seen in the �gure below.

Revenue from schools dropped 3.5% last year 
which was disappointing given the ongoing growth 
of licensing in schools over previous years.  Now that 

copyright compliance is a requirement under the 
Education Review O�ce Audit process, schools will 
need to ensure that they are copyright compliant and 
have appropriate copyright licences in place where 
necessary.

The �gure below compares revenue and expenditure 
over the past 5 years.

In 2007 operating costs were 11% higher than the 
previous year with the biggest increase caused by 
depreciation on the development cost of our Business 
Operating System.

To ensure appropriate distribution of licensing rev-
enue from the educational sector, a total of 58 sampling 
surveys were carried out in educational institutions in 
2007.  
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Welcome to the latest edition of Copyworks!  Its excit-
ing new look is part of a general facelift which includes 
a stylish new logo, branding, and the fresh �sunset� 
colours that re�ect our friendly image. 

Along with our soon-to-be-unveiled new website it 

is part of our commitment to provide up to date infor-
mation in an approachable and easily accessible way.

If you have any questions or suggestions as to how 
we can improve our service, please contact us at 	
cll@copyright.co.nz
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